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GUIDING PRINCIPLE 
Rama First Nation believes that it is important for Rama Members to have access to 
and support in attending Post-Secondary School educational programs and 
Apprenticeship Programs for the betterment of its Members and the Nation.  Rama First 
Nation has made and continues to make significant investments in its Members’ 
education; Rama Members who achieve their educational goals are encouraged to use 
their training to give back to Rama and should consider applying for positions with 
Rama as they become available.   
 
The procedures and guidelines outlined in this document are designed to enable as 
many students as possible to attend the post-secondary school educational institutions 
and training courses of their choice, within the limits of Kinoomaadziwin Education Body 
Policythis policy, and the availability of funding. 
 
This policy will be reviewed annually and is subject to change from time to time. 
 
ACADEMIC SUPPORTS 
Rama Members who are interested in or enrolled in Post-Secondary School programs 
have access to career, personal and academic counselling services from the Rama 
Education Department, including current information concerning application procedures 
and program deadlines related to a wide variety of education programs.  Members 
seeking financial assistance with their education must access these Education 
Department services as a prerequisite to making applications for assistance.  All 
applicants can expect fair and equal treatment and strict confidentiality in regard to their 
applications, documentation and records. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
For information or support visit postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca or contact the 
Education Services Coordinator from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday at:  
1-866-854-2121 ext. 1436; by email at 
postsecondaryeducation@ramafirstnation.ca, or by Fax at (705) 325-0879. 
 
To contact our community financial advisor regarding financial planning for school call 
1-866-854-2121 ext. 1236. 
 
ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE 
In order to be eligible for Post-Secondary School Assistance, an applicant must: 
 

 be a Registered Member of Rama First Nation; 

 have obtained an OSSD or OSSC or GED, or have been accepted in a post-
secondary program of studies as a result of being a mature student; 
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 must have on file or agree to complete a Rama Personal Educational Plan 
(PEP); and, 

 be fully compliant with all Rama Education Department policy. 
 
In the interests of ensuring the most efficient use of the limited amount of funding 
available to support post-secondary education, all students who receive financial 
assistance from Rama First Nation are strongly encouraged to apply for all available 
funding or scholarships from sources other than Rama First Nation. Students requiring 
assistance in identifying and applying for additional funding or scholarship opportunities 
are encouraged to contact the Education Services Coordinator for assistance or visit 
postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca. 
 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
Financial assistance may be provided for Rama Members who comply with this policy 
and are in attendance at an accredited Post-Secondary Educational Institution, and who 
seek a Community College Certificate or Diploma, a University Diploma and/or Degree, 
an Advanced or Professional Degree Program (including Graduate and Post-Graduate 
Degrees), subject to available funding and the priorities set out in this policy.   
 
Rama First Nation provides financial assistance through the Babamadiziwin Program for 
full-time students and the Part-Time Post-Secondary Program for part-time students.  
 
Students may be eligible for financial assistance for a maximum of 3 years for Level I 
and for a maximum of one program at each other level of study as follows: 
 
Level I  Community College or Technical Institute or University offering Certificate or 

Diploma Programs (for programs 1- 3 years in length) 
Level II Undergraduate University Program, e.g. Bachelors Degree (programs 3 - 4 

years in length) 
Level III Graduate University Degree (Master’s) or Professional Program (e.g. M.D., 

LL.B.) (programs 1-3 years in length) 
Level IV Post-Graduate Degree (Doctorate) or a second Graduate University Degree 

in a related field (programs 2 - 5 years in length) 
 
A college level graduate certificate program will be considered Level I, unless a student 
has previously used all three years of eligibility at Level I. In this case, the graduate 
certificate will be considered a Level II or III program, meaning that this student is no 
longer eligible for financial assistance at both of these levels. 
 
Please note that the limits noted above do not apply for students seeking to register in 
an Ojibwe language degree or diploma program.  In these cases, the student will be 
considered for any financial assistance program for language programs in addition to 
their eligibility for support at the various levels of post-secondary education. 
 
This limit of funding of three years for Level I and for only one diploma or degree at 
each remaining level of Post-secondary study does not apply to Rama members who 
are seeking re-training where they have completed at least 10 years of employment in 
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their current field of work and where for health reasons they are no longer able to 
continue working in their current field of work. Students who have received financial 
assistance for a program of study but have not received financial assistance for full-time 
study for a period of 20 years prior to commencing a new full-time program may be 
eligible for financial assistance. 
 
Students who attend a Community Integration through Cooperative Education college 
program will be counted as adult education students. The program will not count 
towards limits for assistance for post-secondary education. Community Integration 
through Cooperative Education students will be eligible for financial assistance as post-
secondary students for their program contingent upon availability of funds within the 
Adult Education budget.  
 
 

PRIORITY FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
A Member’s application for Post-Secondary School educational financial assistance will 
be considered according to its relevance and the student’s education plan, subject to 
the availability of funding and in accordance with the following Rama priorities 
that are listed in order of importance: 
 

1) Persons enrolled in post-secondary studies in their first degree that have 
maintained a full course load (regardless of which year of the 
certificate/diploma/degree program they are in), completed all of their courses 
successfully with at least passing GPA, and are continuing in a similar program 
of studies in their first degree.  

2) Persons who have completed high school and are beginning a post-secondary 
program of studies.  

3) Persons who have completed an adult education program and received their 
OSSD or OSSC or GED and are beginning a post-secondary program of studies; 
or persons without their OSSD or OSSC or GED who are applying to begin post-
secondary studies for the first time as mature students.  

4) Persons who have completed a college diploma or university degree who are 
applying for graduate or post-graduate studies in a related field of study, 
consistent with their PEP.  

5) Persons who graduated with a college diploma or university degree and who 
wish to begin a new program of studies in a related field that is not in 
graduate/post-graduate studies.  This includes persons who are seeking re-
training where they have either completed at least 10 years of employment in 
their current field of work and where for health reasons they are no longer able to 
continue working in their current field of work.  

6) Persons who were previously funded by Rama First Nation and were 
unsuccessful with legitimate justification or on compassionate grounds (e.g. 
medical problems).  

7) Persons who have been participating in a post-secondary program of studies and 
who wish to change to a new or different program in an unrelated field as may be 
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permitted in limited circumstances under the transfer provisions in this Policy.  
These students must submit an updated Financial Assistance Application 
explaining why they wish to change the focus of their studies.  

8) Persons who were previously funded but were unsuccessful in the program or 
withdrew from the program without legitimate justification.  These students must 
submit a new Financial Assistance Application explaining why they think they will 
be successful this time.  

9) Any other applications.  

 

 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

All applications must be made the through online application forms on 
postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca. Students are required to apply once for each 
program. Upon successful application, students will be required to sign the Consent to 
Disclosure and Release of Information Form (Appendix C on page D-6) and a Financial 
Assistance Agreement. Students will also be required to apply for applicable federal and 
provincial grants prior to receiving funds from Rama First Nation. To be eligible for 
financial assistance beyond the first academic year of their program, students must 
complete all requirements for their program as well as an annual student survey. 

 

 

WHEN TO APPLY 

Students are encouraged to apply at least 1 month prior to the date when they 
require financial assistance. Approval of applications is dependent on availability 
of funds each budget year so students are encouraged to apply near the 
beginning of the budget year (April 1st). Applications for full-time study from 
students who are priority 4-7 will generally not be approved until after June 1st. 
Applications from students who are priority 8-9 will not be approved between 
April 1st and  August 15th however students are still encouraged to apply during 
that period. Applications will not be considered more than 30 days after the start 
of a semester.  

 
All references to dollar amounts in this policy shall be in Canadian dollars. 
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CHIPPEWAS OF RAMA FIRST NATION 
FULL-TIME STUDENT SUPPORT - BABAMADIZIWIN (JOURNEY) PROGRAM  

 
 
 
Students who have applied and been accepted for assistance for a full-time program, 
must apply with the Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) or similar regional 
student aid and provide a statement of available aid to Rama First Nation. Students 
must sign a financial assistance agreement (sample in Appendix E) and an Irrevocable 
Letter of Direction (sample in Appendix F) prior to receiving forgivable loans through the 
Babamadiziwin Program.  
 
Students may make application to transfer from one program to another similar 
program, but will not be eligible for the Babamadiziwin program for longer than the 
length of the new program minus the length of time in which they have already received 
financial assistance through Rama First Nation.  
 
Students wishing to take a program 1 year or less in length may be required to seek 
financial assistance through other sources prior to being eligible for assistance through 
the Babamadiziwin program. 
 
Summer sessions will only be funded if the session is normally part of the study period or 
if session courses are a pre-requisite to continue in the program; if the session is the final 
semester leading to completion of certificate, diploma or degree; or if the student has at 
least 5 years of full-time work experience, or the student has dependents under the age 
of 18. Special interest courses in the summer session do not qualify for funding. 

 

Finally, students who have been identified with a learning disability by an IPRC 
(Identification, Placement and Review Committee) who are taking more than half of a 
full-time course load may be considered to be a full-time students for the purposes of 
this policy (i.e. for financial assistance) depending upon the nature of their learning 
disability.  For post-secondary students who believe that they may suffer from a learning 
disability but who have not been previously diagnosed, an IPRC review can be 
conducted by a registered psychologist or other certified personnel.  Applications for 
financial assistance from these students will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis to 
determine if the student is eligible to receive full-time student assistance. These 
students may also make written application to receive assistance for a pre-determined 
length of time longer than the length of the program as designated by the institution. 
 

 
BABAMADIZIWIN PROGRAM 
Babamadiziwin is a comprehensive program for post-secondary students aimed at 
achieving wholistic learning. It aims to develop character by incorporating spiritual, 
physical, emotional and intellectual elements. Education is a journey, not a destination. 
Tsit’waun’nuth (Tsleil Waututh Elder Dr. Bob George) says, “The greatest journey any 
human being will travel is the distance from the head to the heart.” Babamadiziwin is the 
journey from head to heart, the journey through the Seven Stages of Life and towards 
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living the Seven Grandfather Teachings: bravery, wisdom, honesty, truth, love, respect, 
and humility.  
 
The First Nations Holistic Lifelong Learning Model, developed by Canadian Council on 
Learning and the Aboriginal Learning Knowledge Centre has been used as a guide in 
developing this program. To view the model, please look at appendix “D” on page D-7. 
 
The student’s participation in the program is facilitated through the Rama First Nation 
Post-Secondary Education Website (postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca), the 
Maawnjiydiwag (Gathering of People) Forum and through a personal journal. Forum 
posts are public (fellow students and community leaders/elders will have access) and 
are designed to build community and personal growth within community. The journal is 
private (its contents will not be viewed by other students or education staff) and is 
meant to guide a student’s individual journey. Requirements are underlined. 
 
Babamadiziwin is a balanced life in which gifts are given and received. It connects 
student and community in a reciprocal relationship. There are three main parts of this 
relationship: Personal Development, Community Connection and Community Support.  
 

a) PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT  
It is important for a student to know who they are, what they were created to do, 
and where they are on their journey through life.  

 
1) Leadership and Becoming– Students are encouraged to actively participate 

in the leadership development forum facilitated by community leaders. 

Community elders and leaders will post stories, teachings, questions, 

exercises, etc. in the Maawnjiydiwag Forum throughout each semester. 

Students are expected to write responses within the forum and their journal 

as appropriate. 

 

2) Life Journey – Regardless of a student’s beliefs they are encouraged to seek 

a sense of who they are in relation to their Creator. Students are encouraged 

to journal and post in the Maawnjiydiwag Forum about their life’s educational  

journey.  

 
3) Personal Expressions – Students are encouraged to post art in the 

Maawnjiydiwag Forum as expressions of themselves. 

 

4) Academic Contribution – Students will strive to be leaders in their academic 

communities. Students will submit the Monthly Update Form on 

postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca to update academic progress before the 

end of each month. 

 
b) COMMUNITY CONNECTION  
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Because many of our students live far from Rama and each other, community 
connections are facilitated through postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca, student 
journals and the Maawnjiydiwag Forum. Requirements for students are 
underlined. 

 
1) Elder/Senior Mentor – Students are encouraged to seek community 

elders/seniors as mentors. They are encouraged to post about what they 

learn from their mentor in the Maawnjiydiwag Forum. 

 

2) Student Accountability Partner/Student Mentor – Students are 

encouraged to partner with other students from Rama First Nation to provide 

and receive support and accountability. It is expected that students will 

exchange assignments for feedback and editing as well as providing moral 

support, motivation and encouragement. Students are encouraged to 

celebrate the achievements of their accountability partner and other students 

in the Maawnjiydiwag Forum.  

 

3) Community Research Projects – Students are encouraged to contribute to 

community research projects through the Maawnjiydiwag Forum. Students 

may contribute to postings by community groups such as the culture 

department, library, or social services. Work on community research projects 

will count toward volunteer requirements. 

 

4) Volunteerism – Volunteering is an important part of the student experience, 

providing benefit to both the student and the community. Babamadiziwin 

students are required to perform a minimum of 10 hours of volunteer work per 

semester in Rama, on campus or in a community near their school or home 

and document the volunteer experience in the Semester End Update on 

postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca. Students volunteering in Rama must meet 

the community’s requirements for volunteers. The volunteer requirements can 

be found on postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca. The Education Coordinator will 

also facilitate at least one group volunteer project per semester. Participation 

in the group projects is optional and will count toward volunteer requirements. 

 

5) Family Connections – Family and relationships are at the heart of 

developing many of the Grandfather teachings and are a part of everyone’s 

journey through the stages of life. Babamadiziwin students are expected to 

make efforts to connect and foster relationships with family, whether they live 

with family members or not. Students are encouraged to journal (personal use 

only) about their family experiences. 
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6) Culture – Students are encouraged to take an active role in preserving and 

participating in their culture. Students may take an active role in cultural 

activities and events in their own community, in Rama or through the 

Maawnjiydiwag Forum. 

 

7) Storytelling – Traditionally, our people have learned through story. Story 

passes culture, language, and history to the next generation. Students are 

encouraged to use story as a part of their learning and teaching. 

Babamadiziwin students are encouraged to tell at least one story within the 

Maawnjiydiwag Forum. If possible, students should attach audio files to 

maintain oral tradition, but stories may also take written form. 

 

8) Language – Students are encouraged to contribute to the Ojibwe language 

only forum in the Maawnjiydiwag Forum.  

 
9) Clan Membership – Students are encouraged to explore their role within 

their clan.  

 

10) Gifts – Students are encouraged to give and share during and after their 

academic experience. Students are encouraged to journal (personal use only) 

about this experience. 

 
11) Communication – Students must communicate all changes to courses, 

programs, or contact information to the Education Coordinator as these 

changes occur. 

 
TOTAL SEMESTER REQUIREMENTS AND DUE DATES 
 

1) Timetable Submission – Due 2 weeks before the first day of classes. 

 

2) Monthly Updates – Due on the last day of each month. 

 

3) Website Forum Entries – Minimum of 2 per month. 

 

4) Semester End Update including documentation of volunteer work and 

transcripts - Due 2 weeks after the end of classes or exams.  

 

If transcripts or electronic transcripts are not available two weeks after the last 

day of class, it is the student’s responsibility to communicate with the 

education coordinator to submit marks at a later date. 

Due Dates 
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Students who do not submit requirements by the following due dates will not 
receive financial assistance for the period of time after the due date until all 
requirements are submitted: 

 
Two weeks before the first day of classes: Timetable Submission Form 
 
Last day of each month: Monthly Update Form and 2 forum posts 
 
Two weeks after the last day of classes or exams: Semester End Update 
Form including volunteer hours. 

 
c) COMMUNITY SUPPORT  

 
1) Education Planning, Career Planning and Academic Support – This will 

happen in 4 ways: 

 

a. Connection with Rama education staff: Students are expected to involve 

Rama education staff in education and career planning. Students can 

expect to receive academic help directly from Rama education staff or 

through connections facilitated by Rama education staff. 

 

b. Connection to school support staff and tutors: Students are expected to 

meet with and utilize program coordinators, professors, interns and other 

student support staff. If necessary, Rama staff will facilitate initial 

connections with school support staff upon request.  

 

c. Connection to on campus aboriginal centres: Where available, students 

are expected to familiarize themselves with and encouraged to utilize 

support staff and facilities of on campus aboriginal centres. If necessary, 

Rama staff will facilitate initial connections with aboriginal support staff 

upon request. 

 
d. Connection to vocational opportunities through the development of 

partnerships with quality employers and other organizations looking for 

volunteers, co-ops, apprentices, and employees.  
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2) Financial Support   

 

Financial Assistance Forgivable Loans - Each full-time student is eligible 

for $6,000 per semester in the form of a Financial Assistance Forgivable-

Loan based on financial need. A semester is defined as a regular 4 month 

full-time study period. Programs with extended semesters with similar credit 

will not receive extra funds. Programs that are less than 4 months full-time 

equivalent will not generally be considered for full-time support. Students who 

receive a combination of federal and provincial grants that are smaller than 

their tuition and are in either high demand and high cost programs at Level 1 

or a program at Level 2, 3 or 4 may be eligible for up to $1500 extra per 

semester in Financial Assistance Forgivable Loans. The amount of extra 

Financial Assistance Forgivable Loans and federal provincial grants will not 

exceed the total for tuition and mandatory fees. For students at private 

institutions the cost of a similar program at a public college or university will 

be used for this calculation. These funds are subject to availability on a 

semester to semester basis. 

 

Students in an Ojibwe language college or university program may exceed 

these limits in order to guarantee that between Rama financial assistance 

and the Ontario Student Assistance Program (or equivalent), the student 

receives the full amount for tuition and mandatory student fees up to 

$15,000/year, $500/semester for semester start up, and $1,500/month for 

living allowance. These students may also make a request to the 

Kinoomaagewnan Siniin Circle (Community Education Governing Circle), for 

an additional $5,000/year towards demonstrated financial need.  

Students enrolled in Cooperative Education Programs are encouraged to 
secure paid placements and practicum.  Financial Assistance Forgivable 
Loans will not be provided to students on paid co-op placement.   

 

Financial Assistance Forgivable loans will be provided as monthly living 
allowance except where they are needed to pay any of the following: 

 

a. Tuition or Tuition Deposits – In cases where OSAP or equivalent student 
aid does not cover tuition and mandatory fee costs, the Financial 
Assistance Forgivable Loan will be applied to tuition before any remaining 
balance is distributed as monthly living allowance. 

 

b. Required Textbooks or Supplies – In cases where OSAP or equivalent 
student aid grants do not cover required textbooks and supplies a student 
may request up to $500 extra on the first monthly Financial Assistance 
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Forgivable Loan deposit of each semester. Any remaining balance of the 
Financial Assistance Forgivable Loan will be distributed as monthly living 
allowance. 

 
c. Residence Fees or Non-Refundable Residence Deposits – If a student is 

in residence and demonstrates that they do not have the financial means 
to pay residence fees or non-refundable deposits, the Financial Assistance 
Forgivable Loan may be used to pay these items. Any remaining balance 
of the Financial Assistance Forgivable Loan will be distributed as monthly 
living allowance. 

 

d. OSAP Debts Which Limit Student Eligibility – In cases where a student in 
not eligible for full or partial OSAP grants because they have an 
outstanding amount owing, the student may be required to use all or a 
portion of the Financial Assistance Forgivable Loan to pay the outstanding 
amount prior to receiving financial aid. 

 

All remaining Financial Aid Forgivable Loan funds for the semester will be 
given in the form of a monthly living allowance.  

 

All Financial Aid Forgivable Loans amounts that are larger than tuition and 
and $500 per semester for books are subject to a financial need 
assessment. Students will be assessed based on the Canada Student 
Loans Need Assessment Tables. Students with more than 180% of their 
need may receive a reduced living allowance. Students with more than 
250% of their need will not receive any living allowance. 

 

Students with an outstanding debt owed to Rama will be required to make 
satisfactory arrangements with the Rama Community Financial Advisor to 
repay the loan prior to being eligible for receiving a Financial Assistance 
Forgivable Loan.  Furthermore, continued receipt of Financial Assistance 
Forgivable Loan funds will be contingent upon the student fulfilling their 
obligations under the loan repayment plan approved by the Community 
Financial Advisor.  Should the student default on their loan payment 
obligations, Financial Assistance Forgivable Loan advances will be 
suspended until such time as the student meets their obligations under an 
approved loan repayment plan. 
 
Loan Forgiveness – Loan forgiveness for the Financial Assistance 
Forgivable Loan will be considered as follows: 

 

a. In a student’s first academic year of financial assistance the student 
may receive loan forgiveness by demonstrating that they have failed 
no more than 1 course per semester total, or demonstrating that they 
have consistently attended classes and handed in assignments while 
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receiving financial assistance. 

b. After a student has received financial assistance for 1 academic year 
all additional Financial Assistance Forgivable Loans may be forgiven 
as follows: 

1. 50% of the Financial Assistance Forgivable Loan may be 
forgiven based on successful completion of all courses for 
each academic year. 

2. The remainder of the Financial Assistance Forgivable Loan 
may be forgiven once the recipient demonstrates that they 
have graduated from their program. 

 

OSAP – All students who are Ontario residents are required to apply for 

assistance through the Ontario Student Assistance Program and provide 

statements of support to Rama First Nation prior to receiving assistance 

from Rama First Nation. Students should self-identify as Indigenous 

applicants on the OSAP application in order to qualify for the personal 

contribution exemption. OSAP grants and loans will not affect support 

from Rama First Nation, and education funds from Rama are currently 

exempted from the OSAP calculations. Students are encouraged to 

receive support from both of these sources as needed, particularly grants. 

Students who reside outside Ontario are required to pursue similar 

assistance from local student aid. Students are encouraged to contact our 

Community Financial Advisor prior to accepting any student loans. 

 
Mentorship Bursary – $500 per semester. Students who have 

successfully completed a program of study at least 2 years in length may 

be eligible. This bursary is added to monthly distributions in the form of a 

grant. 

Mentorship must be approved by the education coordinator in order to be 

eligible for this bursary. Students who mentor must complete the 

mentorship log section of the Semester End Update form each semester. 

Students may receive the mentorship bursary for a maximum number of 

years equal to the length of their program as designated by the 

educational institution. 

 
Mishoomis Bursaries – Students may be eligible for Mishoomis 

Bursaries. More information on these bursaries can be found on page C-

21 and on postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca. 

 

Graduation Bursaries – Rama First Nation promotes student success at 

all levels of a student’s education.  In recognition of student achievement, 



RFN Education Services – Post-Secondary Babamadiziwin Program Page C-14 
June 17, 2019  

bursaries will be provided to Babamadiziwin students graduating from 

accredited college or university programs as follows: 

i. University Degree Program - $500.00 bursary 

ii. College Diploma Program - $300.00 bursary 
iii. Certificate Program - $100.00 bursary 

 
In addition, students with a full course load who are named on the Honour 

Roll or who attain an 80% average in a semester in their graduation year 

will receive as follows: 

 

i. University Degree Program - $300.00 bursary 

ii. College Diploma Program - $200.00 bursary  

iii. Certificate Program - $100.00 bursary 

In order to be considered for a graduation bursary, claimants must submit 
a certified copy of their transcripts to the Education Department within 
three months of the conclusion of their final semester. A student shall not 
receive more than one bursary at each level of study. 

Chief and Council will be notified by the Education Services Department 
well in advance of all Rama member graduations and graduation 
ceremonies so that congratulations may be given in a timely way. 
 

i. Other Financial Assistance Sources – Students are encouraged 
and, in some cases, required to pursue financial assistance from 
other sources includingScholarships and Bursaries 

ii. Part-Time Employment – Students who are excelling in school and 
have the ability to work without negatively affecting their studies 
may obtain part-time employment for up to 20 hours per week, 
particularly when the employment experience is relevant to their 
future vocational choice. If a student is missing classes due to 
employment, or is employed beyond 20 hours per week, the 
Education Services Coordinator and Director of Education will meet 
to discuss the possible withdrawal of the Financial Assistance 
Forgivable Loan. 

ii. Employers – Students who have been employed are encouraged to 
pursue funding for professional development from their employers 
prior to pursuing funding through Rama First Nation. Rama First 
Nation is committed to working with employers to provide students 
with the best combination of financial assistance. 

iii. Friends and Family – Students are encouraged to develop and 
maintain a support system of people who may be able to provide 
financial assistance including emergency support in the case of 
unforeseen events.  

 
ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY AND INELIGIBILITY 
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Students who have failed more than 1 course in their last 2 consecutive full-time 

semesters will no longer be eligible to receive full Babamadiziwin financial assistance. 

They will no longer be eligible to receive any funds from Rama First Nation until the 

successful completion of their program. These students will be encouraged to finish 

their program using 3rd party or own source funds. If these students continue to meet all 

Babamadiziwin student requirements, they may be eligible to receive some financial 

assistance upon graduation. The amount they receive on graduation will be equal to 

$5750 for each full semester of their program in which they did not previously receive 

financial assistance from Rama First Nation. 

 

A student who becomes ineligible for full Babamadiziwin financial assistance because of 

failing more than 1 class in a semester may pay back all financial assistance received 

for that semester or replace failed and withdrawn courses at their own expense in order 

to remain eligible for full Babamadiziwin assistance.  
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CHIPPEWAS OF RAMA FIRST NATION 

PART-TIME POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM 
 
 
PART-TIME POST-SECONDARY ELIGIBILITY 
Part-time students, as defined by the post-secondary institution, may be eligible for the 
Part-Time Post-Secondary Program. Courses eligible for funding are only those offered 
by an accredited college or university and which specify completion of Grade 12 or its 
equivalent as an admission requirement. General interest courses related to 
employability (e.g. stained glass, woodcarving, gardening, etc.) may be funded on a 
case-by-case basis subject to the list of priorities and availability of funding. 
 
Part-time studies will be funded only if they are credit courses leading toward a specific 
diploma, degree or certificate at a provincially accredited educational institution, or for 
the purpose of enhancing academic and/or employability skills.  Note that the limit to the 
number of certificate/diploma and degree programs to which a Rama Post-Secondary 
student is eligible for at each level of post-secondary education applies to part-time 
studies as well as full-time studies.  

 
Part-time students who fail a course for which they received financial assistance, must 
make arrangements to retake the course without financial assistance or repay all course 
costs before being eligible for financial assistance for additional courses.  
 
Financial assistance may be provided once for each course and for a maximum of 
credits equal to the total required credits of the student’s program. 
 
 
 
PART-TIME POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM 
Students may be eligible for financial assistance in two categories: 
 

1) Tuition – All tuition and mandatory student fees up to $7,500 per academic 
year Rama First Nation does not cover application fees and optional health and 
dental insurance provided by the school. Students in programs with tuition above 
the Canadian averages for public institutions may receive funding in the amount 
of the Canadian average for the program rather than the total amount for tuition. 

 
2) Required Textbooks and Supplies – All required textbooks and supplies as 

documented in course syllabi or booklists up to $800 per academic year. 
Students must fill out a Reimbursement Request Form online and attach the 
booklist or course syllabus along with receipts. If a student requires these funds 
to be advanced they must provide a booklist or syllabus prior to the advance of 
funds and must provide receipts within 60 days. 
 

3) Mishoomis Bursaries 
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Part-time students may be eligible for Mishoomis Bursaries. More information on 

these bursaries can be found on page C-21 and on 

postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca. 
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CHIPPEWAS OF RAMA FIRST NATION 

MISHOOMIS BURSARIES 

 

These bursaries help reward students who demonstrate a commitment to character, 

community and academic achievement. They also help support students who have a 

significant financial need. Successful applicants will be chosen by the Kinoomaagewnan 

Siniin Circle (Community Education Governing Circle). All applications must be 

accompanied by copies of at least three completed relevant 3rd party applications for 

scholarships or bursaries for the upcoming academic year. Applicants must 

demonstrate at least two out of the following three components: 

1) Financial need 

2) Academic Success  

3) Significant community service and leadership as a volunteer.  

The bursary amounts and criteria are reviewed annually and are available on 

postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca. 

RFN Bursary awards will first be applied toward any of the students outstanding 

balances owed to Rama First Nation. 

Any bursary amount will be forfeited if the recipient does not attend post-secondary 

school in the year following the award. 

 

BURSARY CONDITIONS FOR PART-TIME PROGRAM STUDENTS 

Successful applicants will be eligible for Mishoomis Bursaries up to a maximum of 

$2000 per academic year and must show progress toward completion of their program 

before receiving the bursary.   
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR ALL  
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGAMS 

 
 
PHOTOCOPYING AND COMPUTER ACCESS 
Rama First Nation will not provide financial assistance for photocopying, computers or 
computer access; however, students may do school-related photocopying, printing and 
on-line research free of charge at the Rama Library. 
 
PROGRAM TRANSFERS/WITHDRAWALS 
 

a) TRANSFERS 
 Students who transfer programs or institutions will be eligible for the financial 

assistance for only the originally agree upon time frame within the financial 
assistance contract. Students are responsible to pay any fees associated with 
adding or dropping courses.  

 
Students must notify the Education Services Coordinator within two weeks of the 
transfer and supply the Education Services Coordinator with detailed course 
information for the new program prior to funding being granted as a continuing 
student. 
 
Students must immediately notify the Education Services Coordinator if the 
student intends to transfer from full-time to part-time in any program. 

 
b) WITHDRAWALS 
 Where a student intends to withdraw from a program they must immediately 

notify the Education Services Coordinator and complete the proper steps 
prescribed by their Post-Secondary institution to officially withdraw from a 
program.  Students are responsible to pay any fees associated with dropping 
courses. 

 
 Within two weeks from the withdrawal the Student must provide the Education 

Services Coordinator with a letter explaining in detail the reasons for their 
withdrawal. 

 
c) CONSEQUENCES OF WITHDRAWALS 
 Where a student withdraws from a program, whether they have completed the 

necessary steps prescribed by the institution, or have been disqualified by school 
authorities, or have simply discontinued their studies, they will be required to 
account for all monies provided to them for that program under this Policy. 

 
 The student will be responsible to begin repayment of their loans under this 

Policy no later than 1 month following their withdrawal from the program further 
to the Loan Repayment and Forgiveness section of this Policy.   
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LOAN REPAYMENT OR FORGIVENESS 
 
Forgiveness:  Where a student receives financial assistance in the form of a repayable 
loan that is specifically identified in this policy as being eligible for forgiveness, the 
student may apply for forgiveness for all or a portion of the repayable loan upon 
successful completion of their course of studies except for loan portions that were 
granted as repayable loans without the possibility of forgiveness.  Where a student is 
successful in completing their program of studies and provides a transcript showing 
successful completion, the loan shall be forgiven to the amount requested by the 
student.  Money from loans that are repaid to Rama will be put back into Rama’s 
Education support programs to the benefit of other students applying to the Post-
Secondary Education Support program.  

Repayment:  Students who do not successfully complete their studies may not apply 
for loan forgiveness except where there are medical or compassionate grounds that 
justify their lack of success in their education program.  Applications for forgiveness of 
loans for successful students or students who have not completed their studies due to 
medical or compassionate reasons will be determined based on a variety of factors 
including but not limited to the student’s current financial situation and their probability of 
employment.   

Students must immediately begin repayment of any education related loans following 
the withdrawal from a student’s program of studies, except where the student is on a 
temporary break from their studies that is approved by the Education Coordinator.  The 
loan is interest free and minimum payments of 1% per month or $100 per month 
(whichever is less) must be made within one month of withdrawal from the program. 
Should a student fail to meet their payment schedules the loan will begin to accrue 
interest at a rate of 7% (seven percent) per annum from that date forward.   

Furthermore, students who fail to repay their education loans in accordance with the 
payment schedule established for them will not be eligible to receive any other Rama 
financial assistance until such time that they have paid up any arrears to bring their loan 
repayment into good standing and demonstrated at least 3 months of consistent 
payments on their loan repayment schedule. 

 
CONDITIONS OF FUNDING 
  

a) ONLINE COURSES 

Students wishing to take “on-line” courses from accredited educational 
institutions may be funded for tuition and course support materials and 
equipment where the student provides supporting documentation demonstrating 
their need to work “on line” as opposed to attending an institute, or proving that 
the program is unique and/or unavailable otherwise. Eligibility is determined by 
the Director of Education and is subject to the above noted list of priorities and 
the availability of funding.  Eligibility for these types of programs will be reviewed 
on a yearly basis. Rama First Nation has a limited supply of computers that can 
be signed out for use for online courses and students are welcome to use the 
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Rama Library. 

 

b) PRIVATE OR INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

Students wishing to attend “private” or international accredited educational 
institutions offering programs that are unique and/or unavailable at public 
institutions may be eligible to receive tuition support equal to the cost of tuition for 
a similar course at a Canadian “public” educational institution.  Where students 
seek additional financial support over and above what is deemed appropriate as 
the “public institution” amount, the onus is on the student to provide supporting 
documentation showing that the program is unique and/or unavailable in a public 
institution.  

 
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS 
It is expected that Rama students will do their best in their studies and strive to be good 
ambassadors and exemplary representatives of the Rama First Nation. It is also hoped 
that they will offer to share their knowledge and the expertise they have gained with 
other Rama Members, that they will support the goals of the Rama First Nation, and that 
they will counsel and encourage other Rama students in their choice of careers or 
programs of study.  
 
Furthermore, all assistance to Post-Secondary students is conditional upon the student 
complying with the following mandatory requirements:   
                                                        

1) Attend school regularly according to the class or course schedule provided. 

2) At all times remain in good standing with their educational institution. 

3) Must keep the information on their “User Profile” on 
postsecondary.ramafirstnation.ca up to date at all times. 

4) Must immediately notify the Education Services Coordinator of any changes to 
their academic studies (drop/add courses, change from full time to part time 
studies, etc) and/or personal information. (address, phone, etc)  

5) Must immediately notify the Education Services Coordinator of any probationary 
measures invoked by their educational institution. (in writing or by e-mail) 

6) Must immediately notify the Education Services Coordinator and the Registrar’s 
office of their educational institution, should they decide to withdraw from the 
program of studies in which they are enrolled. (in writing or by e-mail)  

7) Provide their Semester End Update, including transcript, to the Education Office 
within 30 days of the completion of the Semester.  Should the reporting date fall 
on a weekend or holiday, the transcripts will be due on the first business day 
immediately following. 

 
Students who file false information or mislead the Education Department will no longer 
be eligible for educational financial assistance and all financial assistance will 
immediately be terminated.  Such students shall remain ineligible for any educational 
financial assistance for a period of 3 to 5 years from the date of the infraction, 
depending upon the severity of the infraction. 



RFN Education Services – Post-Secondary  Page D-4 
June 17, 2019  

 
Important Note: In the event that a required transcript is not received by the required 
deadlines, deposits to that student’s account will cease immediately. 
       
FAILURE TO COMPLY  
Students failing to comply with or meet the requirements noted above will be required to 
meet with the Education Services Coordinator to review the circumstances and their 
continued eligibility for support, and may be required to repay RFN all funds provided to 
the student.   
 
APPEAL PROCESS 
If an applicant disagrees with any decision made by the Education Services Coordinator 
they have the right to appeal in writing to the Education Division.  In order to be 
considered, the Education Division must receive written appeals within 10 calendar 
days of receiving the Education Services Coordinator’s written decision. 
 
If an applicant disagrees with the appeal decision made by the Education Division they 
have the right to further appeal in writing to the Kinoomaagewnan Siniin Circle 
(Community Education Governing Circle), sent in care of the First Nation Manager. In 
order to be considered, the Kinoomaagewnan Siniin Circle must receive written appeals 
within 10 calendar days of receiving the Education Division’s written decision. 
 
Chief and Council will be notified of all appeal decisions made by the Kinoomaagewnan 
Siniin Circle. Decisions of the Kinoomaagewnan Siniin Circle on appeals are final and 
shall not be subject to any further review.   
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DEFINITIONS 
 
 
 
Academic Year Academic year shall mean the period from September 1 to 

the following August 31 each year. 
 
Babamadiziwin “Journey” or “my journey” 
 
Continuing Student A student who was enrolled in post-secondary studies 

during the preceding academic year and is continuing on  
    
Dependant Person under the age of 18 who resides with you and who 

is financially dependent upon you 

Educational Institution College, university or other education provider approved by 
Rama First Nation 

Financial Need All costs of attendance (including tuition, books, and living 
expenses) minus all income and savings 

Fraud Knowingly providing false information to obtain funding e.g. 
grades, numbers of dependents, living arrangements 

 
Full-time Student As defined by the institute where the student is enrolled 
 
GED     General Education Diploma (awarded by College)    
 
IPRC                                                   Identification, Placement and Review Committee       
 
Maawnjiydiwag   Gathering of people                                  
 
Mishoomis    Grandfather 

OSSD     Ontario Secondary School Diploma 

Part-time Student As defined by the college or university where the student is 
enrolled; or as otherwise explicitly defined in this policy 

 
Personal Educational Plan (PEP) An educational “career” plan developed by the student with 

support from Education Services.   
 
Post-Secondary Program A program of studies offered by an educational institution 

listing Grade 12 or its equivalent as a prerequisite 
 
 
SCDSB     Simcoe County District School Board 
 
SMCDSB     Simcoe/Muskoka Catholic District School Board 
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Spouse Someone you reside with, to whom you are legally 
married, have a child with or declare to be your spouse. 
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APPENDIX “A” 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 

CONSENT TO PROVIDE PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
 I, __________________________________(full legal name of Student or Legal Guardian of Student if under 16) 
hereby authorize the Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) to provide the following items of 
information to the Rama First Nation Native Student Advisor for the duration of my or my child’s enrolment 
within the SCDSB.  I further authorize the Native Student Advisor to provide statistical information for students 
of the Rama First Nation to the institution named below. 
 
 Legal Name of Student_____________________________________________ DOB______________ 

 School__________________________________________________________ 
 
 Information to be provided on a regular basis: 

 Academic (e.g. report cards, tests)  

 Attendance 
 

Other information to be provided if necessary and in exceptional cases: 

 Ontario School Record (main education file) 

 Behavioural 

 Social 

 Resource Teacher's notes/consultation 

 Special Education notes/consultation 
 

Institution to receive information: 
 
 Rama First Nation - Education Department 
 5884 Rama Road, Suite 200 
 Rama, Ontario 
 L3V 6H6 
 Phone:  705-325-3611 ext. 1433/1434/1436 
 Fax:      705-326-2146 
 
 
___________________________________    _____________________ 
Signature of Student age 16 or over/             Date 
Legal Guardian if Student is under 16 
 
 
Copies to: Ontario School Records 
  Rama First Nation - Education Dept. 
  Native Student Advisor 
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APPENDIX “B” 

Elementary/Secondary School Student Financial Assistance Request Form  
 

 

 (R06/11)

Note:  Form to be reviewed and adjusted annually

Elementary/Secondary School Student Financial Assistance Request Form
Type of Assistance: □ General Assistance     □ Clothing Assistance       

Name of Parents/Guardians

Student Name Band No.

Current Mailing Address

Home Phone Number E-mail Address

Amount Requested & Purpose____________________________________________________________________________________________________

INCOME Yearly

Weekly Net Income  X 52 Weeks =  

Child Tax Credit  X 12 Months =  

HST Credit  X 4 Quarters =  

Universal Child Care  X 12 Months =  

Interest Income X 12 Months =

Trust Income X =

Other Income X =

Total Yearly Income

EXPENSES (as per 'Permitted Expenses Table' below) Yearly

Groceries X 52 Weeks =

Rent / Mortgage* X 12 Months =

Hydro* X 12 Months =

Heat / Gas* X 12 Months =

Telephone 40$                              X 12 Months = 480$           

TV and Internet* X 12 Months =

Car Payment* X 12 Months =

Car Insurance* X 12 Months =

House insurance* X 12 Months =

Other X 12 Months =

Total Yearly Expenses

Annual Net Difference

PERMITTED EXPENSES TABLE

Weekly Groceries Heat / Gas per month

Family of 2 90$                              Actual to Maximum of  200$           

Family of 3 120$                           

Family of 4 150$                           TV and Internet per month

Family of 5 180$                           Actual to Maximum of  200$           

Family of 6 210$                           

Family of 7 240$                           Car Payment per month

Family of 8 270$                           Actual to Maximum of  500$           

Rent / Mortgage per month Other per month

Actual to Maximum of 1,000$                        Actual to Maximum of  1,000$        

Hydro per month

Actual to Maximum of 300$                           

Applicant's Declaration and Consent
In signing this form, I,  the applicant, am stating that the above information is true to the best of my knowledge. I understand and agree

that it is my responsibility to keep the information I have provided to the Rama Education Department up to date at all times.  I hereby 

give Rama First Nation Administration permission to use whatever information any of its departments may have about me or my children

in their possession to cross-reference and verify the information that I have provided, or will provide, in my application for financial 

assistance. I also understand and agree that if I make false statements or mislead the Education Department or any other Rama staff in 

any way that I will be denied education related funding.

Parent / Guardian signature Date

Parent / Guardian signature Date 

Date Rec'd by Community Financial Advisor: ______________________ Rec'd by: _______________________________

Date request fully complete and all information received from applicant(s):__________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS TO COMPLETE:
-List all income of parent(s)/ guardian(s)
-Non-payroll related deductions (e.g. 
water, garbage or rent) should NOT be 
deducted from income but rather should 
be listed as expenses
-Provide proof of income with form

INSTRUCTIONS TO COMPLETE:
-List actual expense amounts up to the 
maximum amounts permitted in the 
"Permitted Expenses Table" below
-Provide receipt/invoice for each expense 
noted with a "*"
--"Other" expenses include any expenses 
other than those specifically listed
-Provide detailed list of Other expenses 
(note: you may be required to provide 
proof of these expenses upon request) 

INSTRUCTIONS TO COMPLETE:
-Subtract yearly expense total from yearly 
income total and enter figure in the 
"Annual Net Difference" area

INSTRUCTIONS TO COMPLETE:
-Where your grocery expenses exceed the 
maximums permitted due to special needs 
as a result of a medical condition please 
note these special needs on your form
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 (R06/11)

Elementary/Secondary School Student Financial Assistance Request Form - Page 2

MAXIMUM SUBSIDIES BASED ON PROGRAM APPLIED FOR:

GENERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Annual Net Difference <$1,999 Maximum Subsidy 100%

Annual Net Difference $2,000-$3,999 Maximum Subsidy 80%

Annual Net Difference $4,000-$5,999 Maximum Subsidy 60%

Annual Net Difference $6,000-$7,999 Maximum Subsidy 40%

Annual Net Difference $8,000-$9,999 Maximum Subsidy 20%

Annual Net Difference >$10,000 Maximum Subsidy 0%

CLOTHING ASSISTANCE

Annual Net Difference <$800 Maximum Subsidy 100%

Annual Net Difference $801-$1,100 Maximum Subsidy 80%

Annual Net Difference $1,101-$1,400 Maximum Subsidy 60%

Annual Net Difference $1,401-$1,700 Maximum Subsidy 40%

Annual Net Difference $1,701-$2,000 Maximum Subsidy 20%

Annual Net Difference >$2,000 Maximum Subsidy 0%

NOTE:
The maximum subsidy for 'general 
financial assistance' under the policy is 
$500 per year per eligible child.
General financial assistance will be 
provided for the actual amounts 
requested up to a maximum subsidy as 
determined on this table.  Receipts must 
be provided to account for the subsidy 

NOTE:
The maximum subsidy for 'clothing 
assistance' under the policy is $200 per 
year per eligible elementary school child, 
and $300 per year per eligible secondary 
school child aged 16 years or younger.
General financial assistance will be 
provided for the actual amounts 
requested up to a maximum subsidy as 
determined on this table.  Receipts must 
be provided to account for the subsidy 
provided.
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APPENDIX “C” 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 

ADULT & POST SECONDARY EDUCATION -  
CONSENT TO THE DISCLOSURE AND RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

 

All students receiving financial assistance from the Rama First Nation Adult Education and Post-Secondary 
Student Assistant Programs are required to provide the following Consent to the Disclosure or Release of 
Information  

 
 

I, __________________________________________ (please print name), hereby give permission to any 

educational institutions at which I am a registered student to release any personal information they may have 

about me to Rama First Nation, including information pertaining to my academic performance, progress 

reports, attendance reports (if applicable), transcripts and/or any other information requested by the Rama First 

Nation Education Department related to my education. 

 

Furthermore, I hereby give Rama First Nation permission to disclose and share any of the above noted 

information within the Rama First Nation Administration, including between the Education Department and any 

other Rama Departments where it is deemed necessary and appropriate in the administration of my education 

funding application. 

 

I understand that the above noted consents to disclose and release information shall be in effect until such 

time as I withdraw them in writing. 

 
 

 
 Student Number:_________________________________ 
 
 School:_________________________________________ 
 
 Program:________________________________________ 
 
  
 
_________________________________________   _______________________ 
Student Signature       Date 
 
 
_________________________________________   _______________________ 
Witness        Date 
 
 
 
  



RFN Education Services – Post-Secondary  Page D-12 
June 17, 2019  

APPENDIX “D” 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 

 
Courtesy of the Canadian Council on Learning and the Aboriginal Knowledge Learning Centre. To see a larger 

version and more information on this model visit  
http://www.ccl-cca.ca/ccl/Reports/RedefiningSuccessInAboriginalLearning/RedefiningSuccessModelsFirstNations.html 
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APPENDIX “E” 

CHIPPEWAS OF RAMA FIRST NATION  

BABAMADIZIWIN PROGRAM - FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

LOAN AGREEMENT  
This Loan Agreement is made as of the ___ day of ______________20___. 

BETWEEN:  
THE CHIPPEWAS OF RAMA FIRST NATION (ñRamaò) 

and 

____________________ (ñthe Borrowerò) 
(collectively ñthe Partiesò) 

 

WHEREAS this Financial Assistance Loan Agreement between the Chippewas of Rama First Nation (Rama) 

and Rama First Nation Member, _______________________, outlines the rules applicable to the post-

secondary education related financial assistance that will be provided to the Borrower while pursuing their 

_____________________ at ______________________ from ________________ to __________________ 

(“the Program of Study”); 

 

AND WHEREAS  funding may be provided to the Borrower for a maximum of ____ months for this Program 

of Study, and subject to the Borrower’s continued and ongoing eligibility under the Rama First Nation 

Education Services Policy; 

 

AND WHEREAS  funding is provided to the Borrower at study level ___ (post-secondary ______) according to 

Rama First Nation Education Services Policy. 

 

THEREFORE THE PARTIES AGREE HERETO AS  FOLLOWS:  
 

IN SIGNING THIS LOAN AGREEMENT , THE BORROWER  ACKNOWLEDGE S AND AGREES to 

the terms and conditions of the financial assistance that will be provided by Rama to support the Borrower in 

their Program of Study (as defined above) and the Borrower agrees to be bound by them.  This Loan Agreement 

is non-revocable. 

In consideration of advances made to the Borrower of amounts related to the Borrower’s Program of Study, or 

made to a third party on the Borrower’s behalf, which have been prescribed by Rama as being a loan, the Parties 

have agreed to enter into this Loan Agreement (“the Loan Agreement”) on the following Terms and Conditions: 

1. The Borrower hereby confirms that they have read and understood the Rama First Nation Education 

Services Policy (“the Policy”), and they agree to be bound by the Policy as may be amended from time 

to time. 

2. The Borrower understands and agrees that all amounts paid to the Borrower by Rama, or paid to a third 

party on the Borrower’s behalf (“the Funds”), are subject to the terms set out in the Policy, unless 

expressly stated otherwise in writing by Rama. 

3. The Borrower understands and agrees that the Funds will be provided as either GRANTS or LOANS in 

accordance with the Policy.   The Borrower understands and agrees that Rama will characterize the 

Funds provided as either grants or loans; and where the Borrower accepts the Funds advanced to the 

Borrower or on the Borrower’s behalf, the Borrower is expressly agreeing to be bound by Rama’s 

characterization of the Funds as either grants or loans.   
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4. All amounts characterized by Rama as grants are not repayable to Rama except where expressly 

provided for under the Policy.  

5. All amounts characterized by Rama as loans are subject to repayment, except where they are expressly 

forgiven by Rama further to the Policy.   

Loan Forgiveness 

6. Upon completion of the Program of Study the Borrower may apply to Rama for forgiveness of all or part 

of the Funds characterized as loans, subject to eligibility for forgiveness under the Policy. 

7. The Borrower understands and agrees that Rama may change the criteria allowing for forgiveness of 

loans from time to time and the Borrower agrees to be bound by the terms and conditions regarding loan 

forgiveness that are in effect under the Policy at the time Funds are advanced.   

Loan Repayment  

8. The Borrower understands and agrees that all Funds that are provided in the form of loans that are not 

expressly forgiven by Rama (“the Loan”) must be repaid to Rama. The Borrower must immediately 

begin repayment of any education related loans following the withdrawal from a student’s program of 

studies, except where the student is on a temporary break from their studies that is approved by the 

Education Coordinator. The loan is interest free and minimum payments of 1% per month or $100 per 

month (whichever is less) must be made within one month of withdrawal from the program. Should a 

student fail to meet their payment schedules the loan will begin to accrue interest at a rate of 7% (seven 

percent) per annum from that date forward. 

9. A reasonable repayment schedule (“the Loan Repayment Schedule”) will be determined by the Rama 

Community Financial Advisor, in consultation with the Borrower.  The Borrower agrees to be bound by 

the Loan Repayment Schedule for the duration of the loan repayment term. Additional payments may be 

made by the Borrower at any time during the repayment period to accelerate the amortization of the 

debt.  Additional payments will not reduce the Borrower’s regular monthly payments, but will shorten 

the amortization period. 

10. The principal Loan amount to be repaid is the total of all amounts Rama has advanced to the Borrower 

or paid on the Borrower’s behalf during the Program of Study that were classed as Loans or otherwise 

identified as repayable to Rama under the terms of the Policy.  Interest on the Loan shall not apply 

except where the Borrower defaults under the Loan Repayment Schedule. 

11. Payments received on this Loan will be applied first in payment of Interest due, if any, and any balance will be 

applied to the principal balance owing. 

Loan Default & Interest  

12. The Borrower understands and agrees that failure to repay this Loan as agreed in the Loan Repayment 

Schedule will result in the balance of the Loan becoming due and payable immediately (“Default”).  

13. In the event that the Borrower fails to make a required payment under the Loan Repayment Schedule 

and is declared to be in Default, administrative charges and interest will be applied. Interest at the rate of 

seven percent (7%) per annum (“the Interest”) will be immediately applied on all outstanding Loan 
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amounts.  Interest will continue to be added monthly on all Defaulted Loans until the Loan is paid in 

full, including payment of all Interest charged.   

14. The Borrower’s ongoing Default under the Loan Repayment Schedule could result in Rama 

commencing legal action against the Borrower to recover the balance of the Loan including any Interest 

or Administrative Charges that have accrued.  In such cases the Borrower agrees that the Borrower will 

be financially responsible for all of Rama’s costs for the Defaulted Loan recovery action, including but 

not limited to legal expenses.   

15. The Borrower understands and agrees that a Default under the terms of this Loan Agreement may result 

in the Borrower becoming ineligible to access other Rama programs and services. 

16. Should circumstances arise that would make payments under the Loan Repayment Schedule difficult, 

the Borrower agrees to contact the Community Financial Advisor to make arrangements to defer or 

decrease payments during this period to ensure that the loan does not become in Default. 

 

 

 

General 

17. This agreement binds the Borrower, and his/her successors, executors, administrators and assigns. If any 

part of this Loan Agreement is deemed unenforceable, all other parts will remain in effect and 

enforceable against the Borrower.  

18. The Borrower understands and agrees that the specifics of the Funds that are provided to Rama 

Members are confidential information.  The Borrower understands and agrees that all of the terms and 

conditions of this Loan Agreement are to remain strictly confidential as between Rama and the 

Borrower, and the Borrower will not divulge the fact of the existence of the Loan Agreement or any of 

its terms to any third party except to their financial and educational institutions, to their spouse who will 

also be bound to maintain confidentiality, or where they are required to do so by law. 

In signing below, the Parties confirm that they have read and understand all of this non-revocable Loan 

Agreement, and they agree to be bound by it. 

DATED this _______ day of _______________, 20______,  

at ________________________________, in the County of  

____________________, in the Province of ____________,  

Canada. 

 

CHIPPEWAS OF RAMA FIRST NATION    __________________________  
Print Name:      Band # 

 

________________________________   _______________________________________ 

Signature       Signature 
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APPENDIX “F” 

CHIPPEWAS OF RAMA FIRST NATION  
EDUCATION FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

IRREVOCABLE LETTER OF DIRECTION  
 

To:  
Re; Loan agreement made as of ________ day of ________, 20 __  between 
Chippewas of Rama First Nation as lender, and ñ____________ò as borrower. 
 
I, ñ_______________ò the undersigned borrower, hereby irrevocably authorize and 
direct any payment or monies payable to me (eg. Waasa Gdi Naabmin Trust 
Distribution payment and/or Coldwater Narrows Land Trust Distribution payment), to 
cover my outstanding financial assistance amount that is outstanding and owing to the 
Chippewas of Rama First Nation based on me not fulfilling my Education Program 
which will be based on the Rama First Nation Education Services Policies and 
Procedures.  
 
The amount owing will be determined based on the amounts advanced to me as 
financial assistance under the Rama First Nation Education Services Policies and 
Procedures.   The amount payable in respect to loan # CFAP to Chippewas of Rama 
First Nation will begin on the first Distribution date following the date that my loan 
becomes due and payable to Chippewas of Rama First Nation.   
 
And this direction shall be your good and sufficient authority for so doing.  
 
SIGNED at ________________, in the Province of _______________, the 
_______ day of __________, 20 __ . 
 
 
_____________       ______________  
Signature ï       Band Member #  
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF DIRECTION OF FUNDS  

 
I, ñGalen Plettò on behalf of the Chippewas of Rama First Nation ñthe director of the 
Fundsò noted above, hereby acknowledge receipt of this Irrevocable Letter of Direction 
from ñ______________ò. 
 
Per______ __________   
 

Date___________Director of Funds  


